Home Tour

November 21-22, 2020

COVID-19 precautions will be taken to help keep visitors safe.

Wishing you
peace and joy
during this
holiday season

2020 Home Tour

Saturday, November 21 – Sunday, November 22
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

SW 10th St.

SW 10th St.

Pleviak
1134 SW Camden Ln.

SW Huntoon St.

SW 17th St.

Dudley-Miller
3101 SW 17th St.

SW 17th St.

SW Washburn Ave.

SW Wanamaker Rd.

SW Huntoon St.

SW 21st St.

SW Fairlawn Rd.

SW Gage Blvd.

SW 21st St.

SW 29th St.

SW
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rli
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eR
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SW Wanamaker Rd.

SW 29th St.

SW 37th St.

SW 37th St.

Hurtig
3737 SW Clarion Park Dr.

Safety protocols in place including REQUIRED masks and social distancing.
Masks available for a suggested donation.
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There's no place like
home for the holidays.
A special thanks to CASA for supporting children in our community and for
embodying the spirit of the holidays throughout the entire year.

Visit us at bcbsks.com

800-432-3990
CASA 20 An independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

1133 SW Topeka Blvd, Topeka, KS 66629

thank you

Our Community Partners

TO

.
P E K A C.C
EST. 1905

Annette Beck • Gus Bogina • David Monicle & Peg Dunlap • Bonnie Launey
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letter from the President
W

elcome friends, supporters and child advocates to the 2020 Homes for the Holidays Tour! At the
time that I’m writing this (late August) it is our hope that the craziness that we all endured
during the beginning of 2020, has given way to a world of handshakes, hugs and smiles at the
end of 2020. While I can’t see into the future and I don’t have any guarantees of this non-socially distanced
world, I choose to “hope” that the trials of early 2020 will give way to a wonderful Holiday season.
Over 150 children in Shawnee County are also living in a world of “hope.” Hope that their tomorrow will
be better than their yesterday, hope that someone will stand up for their best interests, hope that the
brokenness and pain, will be replaced with healing and permanency. These are the sweet kids that CASA of
Shawnee County advocates for daily.

By being here today and supporting Homes for the Holidays, you are not only kicking off your Holiday
season, but you are providing “hope” to the CASA kids of Shawnee County. All the funds raised during
Homes for the Holidays allow us to advocate for our children and help to get them from “hope” to home. It is
our hope that you would stand along side us and support CASA of Shawnee County with your volunteerism,
talents or financial donations. You can learn more at CASAofShawneeCounty.com, or follow us on Facebook
and Instagram.
A special thank you to:
» The homeowners, who have graciously offered their homes as a canvas for our designers to create
their Holiday magic.
»

Our designers who absolutely blow us away each year with their passion and creativity. As you shop
this Holiday season, please add these great local partners to your shopping trips.

»

Our HHT volunteers who have worked on plans and contingency plans and contingency plans for our
contingency plans. Thank you for your dedication to CASA of Shawnee County.

Without their time, dedication and passion, Homes for the Holidays simply would not be possible.
Homes for the Holidays has been a consistent part of the Topeka holiday season for 33 years and we are
honored you have chosen to spend time with us enjoying the gorgeous homes designed by our valued
designer partners. Speaking of consistent, for the children we serve in Shawnee County, a CASA volunteer
might be the only consistent adult in their lives. Your support during Homes for the Holidays allows CASA
of Shawnee County to provide a voice, an advocate and most importantly, hope, for over 150 children in our
community. On behalf of the children, CASA staff and volunteers, thank you for providing hope, and happy
holidays!
Thad Halstead,
President, CASA of Shawnee County Board of Directors
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF
CASA OF SHAWNEE COUNTY!

DID YOU KNOW
there is a
simpler way
to clean
your CPAP
equipment?

Coffman, DeFries & Nothern

Attorneys at Law

HURST COFFMAN

A Professional Association

LUCKY DEFRIES

JEFF WIETHARN

SHELLI CROW-JOHNSON

ESTATE PLANNING • PROBATE • TRUSTS
• BUSINESS AND CORPORATE LAW • TAXATION
• REAL ESTATE LAW
534 S. Kansas Ave., Suite 925, Topeka, KS 66603-3407 • Phone: (785) 234-3461 • Fax: (785) 234-3363

The SoClean CPAP sanitizing
machine uses activated
oxygen cleaning to eliminate
99.9% of mold, bacteria, and
viruses that may be lingering
in the CPAP machine.

is a proud supporter of
CASA of Shawnee County.

Topeka Locations:
701 S. Kansas
Gage & 29th
8th & Topeka Blvd
www.equitybank.com
785-233-1515

2620 SW 6th Ave. | Topeka | 785-235-9700

www.jayhawkpharmacy.com

Happy Holidays
8

letter from the Executive Director
W

elcome Friends and Family of CASA of Shawnee County! Thank you for sharing your holiday
season with us by attending CASA of Shawnee County’s 33rd Annual Homes for the Holidays! What
an incredibly unique and challenging year it has been for everyone. Homes for the Holidays is our
major annual fundraising event and it is only made possible with the generosity of homeowners who are
willing to open their homes to the public and talented designers willing to donate their time and talents to
make these homes elegant holiday displays!
This year presented us with the hard task of deciding whether to even hold the Homes for the Holidays
event. But, like the children we serve, it is in tough times that our true supporters are shown. And that is
evident in the time and care our committee took to ensure we would continue the tradition our community
has come to love, all while making sure that you, our supporters, will be able to enjoy the holiday decorations
and stay safe.
In our mission, we strive to utilize the strength of our volunteers to be the advocate for our children
involved in the court system. In most cases, through no fault of their own, they have no one else to lean
on during this time. But with your support by attending and continuing the tradition of Homes for the
Holidays, we can continue with our mission.
In these most uncertain times, the need is greater for our services than ever before. CASA of Shawnee
County has had to take a deep breath, maintain our focus, and strive to support the children who need us the
most while using fewer resources. Without your continued support of this community resource, CASA
of Shawnee County would not be able to continue the way it has and for that we are grateful.
Stay healthy, stay safe!
Jamie Dempewolf
Executive Director

There’s no place
like hope.
BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.
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meet our

Board of Directors
Thad Halstead, President

John Ambrosio

Advisors Excel

Morris, Laing, Evans, Brock & Kennedy, Chtd.

Melissa Bylsma, Vice-President

Kaitlin Alegria

CoreFirst Bank & Trust

Washburn School of Law Foundation

Dana Shipley, Treasurer

Lois Dimmitt

Evergy

Retired

Keegan McElroy, Secretary

Ruben Lara LMSW, MBA

Alderson, Alderson, Conklin, Crow & Slinkard LLC

Aetna Better Health of Kansas

Traci Bortz

Jessica Ohse

Hill’s Pet Nutrition

Capital Federal Savings

Bill Cochran, Chief of Police
Topeka Police Department

Ben Schreiner
Concrete
Construction

Heating - Cooling
New Construction
&
Replacement Systems

2520 East 2nd Street
Topeka, KS 66607
Patios. Drives. Walks. Basement Repair.
New Foundations. Commercial Concrete Work.

1520 SE 10th
785-232-2916

785-232-0445
Fax 785-232-1017
benjschreiner@gmail.com

We are proud supporters of CASA and the
Homes for the Holiday Tour.
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meet
our
Staff
Jamie Dempewolf – Executive Director
What is your favorite holiday treat?
No-Bake Crispy Chocolate Peanut Butter Balls
What is your favorite holiday song?
“Let it Snow!”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Home Alone”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
I genuinely enjoy my job! I get to be part of team that works every day to make positive changes for the people we
serve. We get to come alongside children in some of the hardest times of their lives and advocate for them; be their
voice in a time when they may not have one otherwise. I get to work alongside people who do this work because it
is something, they have been called to do for one reason or another.

Shannon Kennedy – Operations Manager
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Apple cider – warmed on the stove. The smell and the warmth make it the holidays for me.
What is your favorite holiday song?
John Lennon’s “So This is Christmas”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
My philosophy on life changed when I became a foster and then adoptive parent and all I wanted to do was to make
a difference in the lives of children in the foster system. I never want a child to grow up not believing they are
worth fighting for. I love that I get to use my time and talents to make that difference in the lives of our kids here
in Shawnee County.

Audrey Mott – Office Manager
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Egg nog
What is your favorite holiday song?
“Walking in a Winter Wonderland”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Home Alone”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
I am brand-stinkin’-new but could not be more thrilled and grateful to have the opportunity to serve my
community. I love interacting with others and making friends, so I’m particularly excited to be involved with
onboarding volunteers.

Meegan Shuler – CRB Coordinator
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Fudge
What is your favorite holiday song?
“Silent Night”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
Working with volunteers from the community to help children succeed.

CRB – Citizen Review Board
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CINC – Child In Need of Care

Terri Jowett – CINC Supervisor
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Extended family trips and gatherings.
What is your favorite holiday song?
John Lennon’s “So This is Christmas”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Elf” and “Bad Santa” and I always enjoy any rendition of “A Christmas Carole”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
When my relationship with CASA began in the mid-1980s I was incredibly excited and enthusiastic that the
people of Shawnee County were starting such an extremely needed program to help a very deserving vulnerable
population of Children in Need of Care; many who were victims of child abuse and neglect. Since that time, I
have spent over 25 years volunteering and working for CASA, an organization that attracts kind, caring and
compassionate people. These are folks who work very hard, so Shawnee County children are able to experience a
safe and abuse free childhood with a sense of permanency. I like being part of an agency that is not bureaucratic,
that works creatively to ensure a child is able to grow up in an environment which helps that child to become a
contributing member of our community. I like that CASA strives to make changes child in a child or family’s life
that prevents them from repeating the cycle of abuse and neglect.

Cathy Baer – CINC Supervisor
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Ghirardelli’s Peppermint Bark
What is your favorite holiday song?
“White Christmas”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Miracle on 34th Street”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
I have the privilege of witnessing the most incredible resilience in some children. It fills me with joy to be able to
touch the lives of children in a positive way.

Ruth Santner – CINC Supervisor
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Peanut Brittle
What is your favorite holiday song?
“Do you Hear What I Hear?”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
I like that CASA volunteers make a commitment to serve a child for the duration of the case. By making this
commitment, the CASA volunteer is most often the only person serving the child and family who really gets to
know them and to be an effective advocate for them.

Laci Reamer – CINC Supervisor
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Peppermint Oreo Truffles.
What is your favorite holiday song?
“It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
What I like the most about working for CASA is my amazing volunteers I get to work with! I get to surround
myself with an outstanding team, who all have the heart and passion for caring for the children in our community.

Lynne Bourne – Office Support Staff
What is your favorite holiday treat?
Southern Broccoli Casserole
What is your favorite holiday song?
“Mary Did You Know?”
What is your favorite holiday movie?
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”
What do you like most about working for CASA of Shawnee County?
I love the purpose, philosophy, and the hearts of the people who work for CASA.
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Happy
Holidays

716 South Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS 66603
785-232-3266
www.claytonwealthpartners.com

Excellence in eye care and surgery since 1990

Kresie & Penzler,
MD’s, P.A.
We treat cataracts, glaucoma,
macular degeneration and dry eyes,
as well as diabetic-related eye issues.

Dr. Kresie

Dr. Penzler

6001 S.W. 6th Ave., Suite 210
(785) 233-0011
www.kresiepenzler.com
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CASA OF
SHAWNEE COUNTY, INC.
CASA of
VOLUNTEER
Shawnee County
OPPORTUNITIES
Statistics

262

79

You can Change A Child’s Story™
Our volunteers are at the heart of our organization. They’re people from within our community
who bring diverse backgrounds and experiences to meet a common goal — improve the
lives of children who have experienced abuse and neglect. We need your help! Learn more at
CASAofShawneeCounty.com.

KIDS SERVED

VOLUNTEERS

5,526

CINC

CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE

Hours logged

CRB

CASA

x $23.07

668

CITIZEN REVIEW(National
BOARD
Hourly Average)

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES

• Review case plans, services and court orders
to ensure children are receiving access to the
supports they $127,484.82
need.

406

• Establish a life-changing relationship with a
child and advocate for his or her best interest.

KIDS PLACED
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• Interview people involved in a child’s
life and
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review available records regardingCASA
their family,
*
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development and health.

• Ensure all parties engaged in a child’s life are
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• Submit written reports to CASA staff and
members of Shawnee County’s judicial branch
detailing findings.
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• Appear at court hearings and make
recommendations in the best interest of a
child.

appearances...all tto
akthe
e TIM
E! about
• Make recommendations
court
what services are needed to ensure children
succeed.

OTHER WAYS TO HELP

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY™

39%
23,118
SERVED
Fund life-changing programs by making a
Miles Driven
61%

tax-deductible contribution to CASA of Shawnee County today!
IN NEED

• Join CASA of Shawnee County’s Board of
Directors or serve on the Advisory Board.

• Help make our outreach and fundraising
events successful by serving on an event
committee.
Last year, on average, 668 children in Shawnee

Children in foster care can be

lacedrecruit
anywhvolunteers!
ere in the stInvite
ate. CASA
• pHelp
Vto
olmake
unteeras g
o the presentation
distance to at your
group
amembership
dvocate for th
eir CASA child!
group.

Cous
unon
ty w
ere in out of home placement. CASA
• Follow
Facebook@CASAShawnee.

Volunteers were only able to serve 39%.
Additional volunteers are needed to increase the
number of children served in Shawnee County.

*Average number at the end of the month
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CASA of
Shawnee County
Statistics

262

79

KIDS SERVED

VOLUNTEERS

5,526

Hours logged

x $23.07
(National Hourly Average)

668

406

KIDS PLACED
OUTSIDE THE
HOME*

$127,484.82
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER VALUE

NEED
CASA

Personal visits, phone calls, emails,
meetings with teachers, family
interviews, case planning, court
appearances...all take TIME!

39%

23,118
Miles Driven

SERVED

61%

IN NEED

Children in foster care can be
placed anywhere in the state.
Volunteers go the distance to
advocate for their CASA child!

Last year, on average, 668 children in Shawnee
County were in out of home placement. CASA
Volunteers were only able to serve 39%.
Additional volunteers are needed to increase the
number of children served in Shawnee County.

*Average number at the end of the month
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Best of Topeka 5 years in a row!

Foulston proudly supports

Proudly serving Topeka
for more than 40 years

C A S A and its mission to utilize
volunteers to advocate for the
best interest of children and
youth involved in the court system.

JAMES P. RANKIN

785.233.3600
JRANKIN@FOULSTON.COM

Roofing, repairs,
maintenance
and roof inspections
Free estimates

8 2 2 S . K A N S A S AV E N U E , S U I T E 2 0 0
TOPEKA , KANSAS 66612-1203

4614 S.W. Topeka Blvd. • (785) 228-0088 • gardnerroofing.net

FOULSTON.COM
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Tribute
to
Sue Lockett
T

o CASA of Shawnee County, Sue Lockett was its first
executive director and a valued volunteer. But to
everyone who knew Sue, she was a loyal friend and a
fierce champion for the most vulnerable of our community.
Sue, 82, passed away July 24, 2020, but her legacy lives on in the
many volunteers who continue to give of their time and their
hearts to help children in need.
Sue laid the framework for CASA of Shawnee County, which
was established in 1986 to provide children and youth in foster
care with a volunteer advocate to ensure their best interests
are represented in court. By the time Sue retired in 2002, CASA
had helped more than 2,500 Kansas children.
“Sue was a true visionary,” said Jamie Dempewolf, executive
director of CASA of Shawnee County. “She had an amazing way
of seeing a need in our community and identifying how CASA
could address it.”
Sue was driven. She trained volunteers, built relationships with
judges and even set up the first CASA office using furniture
from her own home. Initially, she was CASA’s only employee.
The program had 13 employees by the time she retired. But her
commitment to CASA didn’t end at retirement. Sue gave back
by becoming a CASA volunteer, directly working with more
than 25 children.
Sue married Tyler Lockett in 1961 and together they raised two
sons, Patrick and Charles. The family lived in Wichita where
Sue was a teacher, worked with her father at Rainbows United
and was co-director of an infant care center. She also made
time to volunteer for a number of organizations. The family
moved to Topeka when Tyler was appointed to the Kansas
Supreme Court.
In 2017, CASA of Shawnee County honored Sue with the
Volunteer Lifetime Achievement Award, appropriately
renaming it the Sue Lockett Lifetime Achievement Award.
Since then, those who are awarded the Sue Lockett Lifetime
Achievement Award are volunteers who show compassion,
courage, tenacity and generosity — characteristics that define Sue Lockett.
Thank you, Sue. We will miss you.
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Proud supporters of CASA

Sharp Honda is proud to support
CASA’s Homes for the Holidays Tour.

Merry Christmas
2909 S.W. Maupin Lane
Topeka, KS 66614

Offering the widest selection of Honda vehicles

•

Ease of purchase with finance options

•

Professional Parts and Service Department
with competitive prices

www.SharpHonda.com

Comprehensive family medicine
without all the red tape.
No insurance accepted. Just a monthly fee.
• Topeka’s only Direct Primary Care Practice.
• Office visits when you want them, with no fees.
• Extended quality time with your doctor.

Family Medicine Associates, LLC

•

(785) 233-2892

Delivering simple solutions in a complex world.

OASIS

Serving Topeka, Manhattan, northeast Kansas

3149 S.W. Kansas Ave., Topeka, KS 66611

MidwestTF.com | 785.232.6923

™

•

2850 S.W. Mission Woods Dr., Suite 103
Topeka, KS 66614 • (785) 286-6816
oasisfamilymedicine.net
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meet designer

Porterfield’s Flowers & Gifts

C

lassic beauty. Original design.
Porterfield's Flowers and Gifts
has been a part of our Topeka
community for more than 50 years,
sharing in our joy and providing us
comfort through beautiful floral
arrangements.
Founded in 1965 by Brooke and Virgina
Porterfield, today the store is owned by
their son, David. In the early 80s, David
moved the store to its current location
at Huntoon and Oakley in the Westboro
Mart. Porterfield's has been involved in
many momentous events throughout
our city's history, including inaugurals,
presidential visits and services for local
dignitaries. Porterfield's designers rely
Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs
on several inspirations for classic floral
designs, including nature itself. Other primary inspiration comes from classic architecture and design, such
as ancient Greek and Roman architecture often featured with ornamentation emblazoned with wreaths,
swags, sheaves and garlands.
David and his team have long been a supporter
and important partner to CASA of Shawnee
County. David says in the beginning he
participated because he was trying to showcase
the store. But now, it's to showcase CASA. In 2017,
David was appointed CASA's first honorary chair
for celebrating three decades of being a Homes
for the Holidays designer. Our tour is just one of
many ways David gives back to his community.
Porterfield's is proud to offer its community only
the best fresh flowers, silks and selected home
decor. Let the team at Porterfield's help bring
your own winter wonderland to life this holiday
season. Stop by, say hi and be inspired!

Designing Cale and Vanessa Dudley-Miller’s home

PORTERFIELD’S FLOWERS & GIFTS
3101 SW Huntoon St. – Topeka, KS
(785) 354-1707
porterfieldsflowers.com

CASA Home Tour Patrons receive 20% off all
regularly priced holiday merchandise* when you
present this coupon in-store CASA
tour weekend (Friday through Tuesday).
CASA tour weekend hours:
Saturday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: Noon – 4 p.m.
*Excludes candles and Mark Roberts and
Karen Didion decor.
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meet designer

Red Door Home Store

W

alk through the
bright red doors and
find yourself in a
wonderland of home accessories,
classic furniture and holiday
decor. Red Door Home Store,
located in Fairlawn Plaza
Shopping Center, has been
helping people in northeast
Kansas transform their houses
into their dream homes since
2015. That's the year Jesse and
Stacie Borjon turned their
passion into a business. With
more than a quarter century of
experience in the design field,
you can see that passion come
to life in the homes they've
decorated over the past 5 years
Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs
for CASA of Shawnee County's
Homes for the Holidays and in Rob and Shayla Hurtig's home on this year's tour.
The folks at Red Door Home Store knows each house is as unique as the family living in it. They take that
to heart when they're looking for quality, stylish furniture, art and decor. In addition to the store, Red
Door offers in-home design services. Whether you're looking to rediscover your entire home's decor or
simply want to make your front porch pop, no challenge is too big or small for this team of highly creative
designers.
Red Door's team looks forward to participating in the CASA of Shawnee County Homes for the Holidays tour
every year, and this year is no exception.
"It is our pleasure to again be a small part
of supporting CASA and the Homes for the
Holidays tour. This is a great partnership
as the tour gives our design folks a chance
to showcase our holiday offerings all while
supporting a very important cause and one
that brings joy to our community year after
year," Jesse said.

Designing Robert & Shayla Hurtig’s home

RED DOOR HOME STORE

2131 SW Fairlawn Plaza Dr. – Topeka, KS
(785) 250-7720
reddoorhomestore.com
Store Hours
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: Noon – 4 p.m.

Red Door Home Store can help you deck your
halls this holiday season with classic and
unique pieces that'll add warmth and cheer to
your home. Come curious, leave inspired.
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meet designer

Blooms on Boswell

L

ori McNorton has been in the floral industry
for nearly 40 years. Just a couple years ago, she
took on a new adventure as owner of Blooms
on Boswell. If you’re looking for something special,
you’ll find it at Blooms on Boswell. In addition to
being a full-service flower shop specializing in
wedding and event florals, the store features home
decor and unique gifts, such as candles, purses,
seasonal accessories, clothing, and jewelry. Lori and
her team are ready to share in life’s big moments
with you and your family through all occasions.
Lori enjoys sharing her passion of floral design
with others, as well as helping young people join in
on the creative process. She brings friends together
for fun and creativity through various workshops
in the store. This past spring, Lori and her team
helped spread much-needed positivity throughout
Topeka during the covid-19 pandemic, by offering
free delivery on special bouquets with a positive
note on Friday.
Lori has been a part of CASA of Shawnee County’s
home tours in the past and is excited to showcase
the magic of Christmas found at Blooms on Boswell
in this year’s tour. She believes it’s important to
get back to traditions around the holidays, such as
cherishing moments and building memories with
family. The importance of decorating our homes
this year will be more meaningful as we spend more
time with the ones we love.

Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs

Blooms on Boswell will be open for all of your
holiday gifts, decor and floral needs. Come
step back into time, finding all of the wonders
of Christmas in their little corner of the
neighborhood, directly across from Boswell Park.

Designing Tony and Judy Pleviak’s home

BLOOMS ON BOSWELL
1300 S.W. Boswell Ave.
(785) 272-2749
bloomsonboswell.com
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Proud supporter of CASA

Proud supporters of CASA

Happy Holidays
from

Mark A. Reinert CFP®, RICP®, MBA

Reinert Wealth Management
3639 S.W. Summerfield Dr., Suite B / Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 272-3900 / mark.reinert@lpl.com
www.reinertwealthmanagement.com

3649 S.W. Burlingame Road, Suite 200
Topeka, KS 66611-2155
(785) 232-2200 · (785) 232-3344 (fax)
www.hhmglaw.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
CASA, Reinert Wealth Management and LPL Financial are separate entities

Proudly
supporting

CASA Homes
for the Holidays

Gayle Burns, Realtor®
(785) 213-6414
gfburns@cox.net

785.272.4484 or visit WWW.SSCCPAS.COM

RealtyProfessionalsTopeka.com
24

Keep your
money
close to
home.

Proudly supporting
CASA of
Shawnee County

CPA’s redefined.
For 105 years...
n Proactive accounting solutions
n Tax services
n Audit services

4301 S.W. Huntoon
(785) 234-3427
www.btandcocpa.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

From Our Family
to Yours
WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF
CASA OF SHAWNEE COUNTY
One Security Benefit Place | Topeka, KS 66636 | SecurityBenefit.com
99-00504-38 2019/07/23
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welcome
to
the
Rob & Shayla Hurtig Home
3737 S.W. Clarion Park Drive
Designed by: Red Door Home Store

Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs

C

omfortable. Inviting. Lively. Those words
describe a home perfect for a busy family
on the go. Rob and Shayla Hurtig and their
four children have lived at their Clarion Park home
for three years. Shayla’s style is traditional, but Rob
prefers a more modern look. They’ve incorporated
elements of both in a fun and whimsical way.
The colonial-style house invites you in with a
large entryway and circular floor plan ideal for
entertaining — which is perfect for their daughter, a junior at Washburn Rural High School, who loves
bringing together groups of friends. Shayla says there’s always something interesting going on at their
house. Their oldest, a college-age son, enjoys traveling, but always has the comfort of home to come back
to. Their hardwood floors make for a nice basketball court of sorts for their nine-year-old son who spends
many hours practicing his dribbling. And, of course, there’s their youngest, a five-year-old girl who loves
dogs, horses and using big words! But, it isn’t just the Hurtig kids. Their home is often filled with the
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smiles and laughter of many neighbor
children, grandparents, relatives and
friends.

Every year, I look forward to CASA of Shawnee County’s
Homes for the Holidays tour, which has provided me with
so much inspiration. And, it supports a great cause. My
husband and I enjoy renovating and exploring new design
ideas. So, this year, I thought it was time to share some
of our ideas with others. — Shayla Hurtig

For this busy family, the holidays are a
time to be together. A kitchen chalkboard
signals the changes in the seasons and
becomes an Advent calendar at Christmas.
The family has a few holiday traditions
they look forward to each year. They
always buy a real Christmas tree —
usually just a little too big for the space. Together, they decorate it with ornaments they’ve gathered over time,
each one full of memories. And then there’s their elf who is busy at their house every night pulling pranks!
On Christmas Eve, the family attends church and enjoys dinner at their favorite local restaurant. They then head
back home to watch a Christmas movie before heading off to bed. But, of course, not before putting out cookies
for Santa and sprinkling reindeer food for Santa’s helpers. On Christmas morning, the sounds of holiday music
fill the home while they welcome family throughout the day.

Gingerbread Cake with
Cinnamon Molasses Frosting

From the kitchen of Rob and Shayla Hurtig. Adapted from Atlas Cafe.
CAKE
1 1/2 C. all purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 T. ground ginger
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp pumpkin pie spice
1/2 C. butter cold and cut into small pieces

1/2 C. molasses
1/2 C. corn syrup
1/2 C. packed brown sugar
9 oz milk yes, 9 oz
1 egg

FROSTING
4 oz cream cheese
1/4 C. butter softened
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 1/2 C. powdered sugar
3 tsp. molasses
1/4 tsp. cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350° and butter a 9 x 5 baking pan. Line with parchment paper after buttering. In a medium mixing bowl, whisk
flour, baking soda, ginger, cinnamon, pumpkin pie spice together. Set aside. In a small saucepan, heat milk and brown sugar together
just until sugar is melted and is lukewarm. With another small saucepan, heat molasses and corn syrup until lukewarm as well.
While both pans are cooling down a bit, cut cold butter into small pieces, add to flour mixture, and use pasty blender until mixture
is fine crumbles. Once both pans have cooled to luke warm, add milk mixture to flour mixture, stir until blended then add molasses
mixture. Stir. Add egg and whisk until well Incorporated. Pour into prepared baking dish and bake for 45 minutes or until toothpick
comes out clean. Let cool completely in baking pan. Once cooled, remove from pan and wrap in foil for one day so the top will get
sticky. Store in an airtight container.
For the Frosting
In a medium mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and butter together until creamy. Add vanilla and cinnamon, mix well. Slowly add
powdered sugar and beat until creamy. Mix molasses into mixture and blend well. Refrigerate frosting until chilled then frost cake
once cake has sat overnight.
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welcome
to
the
Cale & Vanessa Dudley-Miller Home
3101 S.W. 17th Street

Designed by: Porterfield’s Flowers & Gifts

Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs

H

istorical. Iconic. Inviting. Those are the words Cale and
Vanessa Dudley-Miller use to describe their English manor
style home built in 1937. Cale, Vanessa and their son,
Christopher, have lived in the house that’s tucked away behind a
veil of trees on 17th Street, for three years.
Favorite features of their home include the library, veranda and
how, through the years, the house has maintained its eye-catching
original dark walnut woodwork. Add Vanessa’s appreciation for
timeless vintage decor and furnishings and you have a home that’s
as intriguing as it is beautiful.
It’s the perfect place for this busy family. Cale is a medically retired
US Army Special Operations Captain who loves to collect art.
Christopher is an active 6th grader who has a love for dogs, gaming
and playing tennis. Vanessa is the Kansas CASA Association state
director and is a doctoral candidate at Kansas University Medical
Center.
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The family enjoys time together
gardening, traveling and for Cale and
Vanessa, trying to defeat Christopher in
Super Smash.

This gives us an opportunity to support the
community and children in need, and to give back
to CASA of Shawnee County. CASA of Shawnee
County has been instrumental in helping us
establish the new grounds in Topeka for the
Kansas CASA Association. — Vanessa Dudley-Miller

Come Thanksgiving, you can expect
to smell Christopher and Vanessa’s
southern pecan pie baking in the
oven. They decorate their Christmas
tree while jamming to a mix of classic
and contemporary Christmas music.
Gingerbread houses and homemade
treats add a special touch and warmth
to their Christmas decor. Each year,
Christopher chooses a new figurine to add to their Fontanini collection and stages the nativity scene. Vanessa
says Christopher’s Christmas program and Christmas Eve Mass are also special events in their lives. They’re a
time for the family to pause from the hectic day-to-day duties and simply enjoy time together.

But the fun continues beyond Christmas. The Dudley-Millers ring in the new year “family style,” inviting
their friends and families to enjoy a night of good food and libations. And it wouldn’t be a party without the
competitive men versus women trivia game. Vanessa says they enjoy lots of laughs and each year gets better than
the last.

Southern Pecan Pie

From the kitchen of Cale and Vanessa Dudley-Miller
3 eggs
1 C. light corn syrup
1 C. sugar (white or brown)
2 T. butter, melted
1 tsp. vanilla
1/8 tsp. salt
1 C. pecan halves
1 unbaked 9-in pie shell
Beat eggs slightly. Beat in next five ingredients. Stir in pecans and pour into pie shell. Bake 50 to 55 minutes
at 350 degrees or until knife inserted between center and edge comes out clean. Cool. Serve with whipped
cream. Serves 8
Spears Victorian Sampler Tearoom Cookbook (1986)
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welcome
to
the
Tony & Judy Pleviak Home
1134 S.W. Camden Lane

Designed by: Blooms on Boswell

Photography by Jenna Beck Photographs • Facebook: @jennabeckphotographs

C

omfortable. Inviting. Welcoming. That’s
how Tony and Judy Pleviak describe
the beautiful house they built in the
McFarland Farm neighborhood a decade ago.
Some of the Pleviaks’ favorite features of
their English country styled home include the
grandchildren’s bunkroom, lots of windows with
great views, a main-floor master bedroom and
a curved stairway going downstairs. When the
weather is nice, the Pleviaks head outdoors to
enjoy their brick patio and fireplace.
Tony and Judy have four children — all married. Two live in Wichita and two live in the Kansas City area.
They have 11 grandchildren with one more due in March, giving them an even dozen! Judy says it’s always
special when the family is together — especially at Christmas time.
Their Christmas usually goes like this: attend Christmas Eve service at church and then head back home
for a soup supper. The grandchildren will anxiously be waiting to open that one gift on Christmas Eve,
30

that is after changing into their matching Christmas PJs.
After some of the children read the Christmas story from
the Bible, they’ll take their annual group photo sitting
under the stockings on the fireplace hearth. On Christmas
morning, it’s a test of patience as they wait for everyone to
be ready to head into the family room to open gifts.
Another favorite holiday tradition is going to the mall for
a picture with Santa. It’s a tradition 47 years strong. Judy
says they’re framed in four large red frames, and she adds
the new picture each year and displays them on the wall
downstairs by the family room for the season.

I was a CASA volunteer several years
ago and recognize the importance
of a child having an impartial, loving
adult to walk through the process
alongside them. — Judy Pleviak

Candy Cane Coffee Cake
From the kitchen of Tony and Judy Pleviak

1 T. active dry yeast
¼ C. warm water (110-115 degrees)
½ C. butter or margarine, softened
½ C. sour cream
2 eggs
3 T. sugar
¼ tsp. salt
3 C. all-purpose flour

FILLING
2 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, softened
½ C. sugar
2 egg yolks
2 tsp. vanilla extract
TOPPINGS
1 T. confectioners’ sugar
1 jar (12 ounces) cherry jam

In a small bowl, dissolve yeast in warm water. In a mixing bowl, combine the butter, sour cream, eggs, sugar and salt.
Add yeast mixture and flour; beat until smooth (do not knead). Place in a greased bowl, turning once to grease top.
Cover and refrigerate overnight.
For filling, in a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese, sugar, egg yolks and vanilla until blended. Punch dough down. Turn
onto a lightly floured surface; divide in half. Roll out each portion into a 16-in. X 10-in. rectangle on a greased baking
sheet. Spread filling down center of each rectangle. On each long side, cut 1-½ in.-wide strips about 3 in. into center.
Starting at one end, fold alternating strips at an angle across filling. Pinch ends to seal. Curve one end, forming a candy
cane. Cover and let rise until doubled, about 1 hour.
Bake at 350 degrees for 20-25 minutes or until golden brown. Carefully remove from pans to wire racks to cool. Sprinkle
with confectioners’ sugar. Stir jam, then spoon over top of loaves, creating candy cane stripes. Refrigerate leftovers.
Yield: 2 coffee cakes
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Serving northeast Kansas
and northwest Missouri
for more than 60 years.
Providing quality rental equipment
and first-class service as only a
locally owned family business can.
2010 S.W. Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
P: (785) 233-9487 F: (785) 233-8721
www.sunflowerrental.com
Monday-Saturday 7:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Sundays 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Thank you CASA
for all you do for
our community!

Should the New Year
bring you a new home,
please contact me.
Tyler Johnson

785.383.8792
tyler@bhhsfirstrealtors.com

From the entire McElroy’s
team – Happy Holidays!

There’s no place
like hope.
BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.

McElroys.com | 785.266.4870
www.CASAofShawneeCounty.com
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theTopeka
Country
Club
Patron Party in a Box

F

rom the moment you arrive at The Topeka Country Club,
you will know that you’re in for something special! The
Club recently completed a renovation and expansion of
the Clubhouse at the beginning of 2019. New and improved
amenities provide members with the perfect retreat from
the rigors of everyday life. Improvements touch every aspect
of Club life, including a new Health & Wellness Center, a new
Beach Entry Resort Pool, dining facility expansions and new
Golf Shop.

exercise room and Titleist Performance Institute (TPI) Golf
Fitness Assessments to help members improve their on-course
performance. An attendant in our new Youth Room is available
at peak times for convenience in helping watch children.
In addition, nationally accredited personal training and a
comprehensive schedule of wellness programs for every fitness
level is offered. Our new resort style pool features a beach
entry, a submerged bench for relaxing with friends and family,
lap lanes and interactive water features for kids to enjoy.
Outdoor furnishings provide members a place to relax while
enjoying the pool area. At the Tennis Center, you will have your
choice of 3 indoor or 4 outdoor courts. The professional tennis
staff teaches private or group lessons and also holds tennis
clinics for adults and children. The casual dining Grille Room
offers a seasonal menu tailored by our Executive Chef. Weekly
specials feature something for everyone. The first Sunday of
every month boasts a spectacular Sunday Brunch buffet with
variety of choices as well as an omelet station, carved selections
and a dessert station.

Throughout its 100-plus year history, The Topeka Country Club
has been a warm and welcoming gathering place for members
to call home. The Club experience is about being the place
for families and friends to come together and create lasting
memories. With an active social calendar filled with themed
dinners, wine tastings, holiday celebrations, family movie
nights and more, there’s always something going on at The
Topeka Country Club.
Our beautiful and challenging 18-hole golf course was designed
by world renowned designer, Perry Maxwell. We have no tee
times and the Golf Shop is always stocked with the latest
fashions and equipment that any golfer may need. Our PGA
golf staff is available for private lessons and golf clinics. The
brand-new Health & Wellness Center features free weights,
state-of-the-art Life Fitness equipment, spin bikes, a group

When you enter The Topeka Country Club, you’ll be catered to
by people who personally know and care about you. For your
family and friends, for your business associates – for yourself
– we invite you to discover the very finest our city has to offer.
Welcome to The Topeka Country Club.

DON’T JUST JOIN A CLUB

Join a Family

THE TOPEKA COUNTRY CLUB

TO

.

P E K A C.C
EST. 1905

www.topekacc.org

2700 SW Buchanan, Topeka, Kansas 66611 | (785) 354-8561
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gratitude.
Proud supporter
of CASA
A trusted tradition
for 25 years

all of us at kirk & cobb
want to express our
deepest appreciation
to all casa volunteers.

you are extraordinary.
thank you.

May your holidays be merry and bright!

Kirk
& Cobb
INC REALTORS

Proud supporters of
CASA of Shawnee County!

KirkandCobb.com • (785) 272-5555
2810 SW Gage Blvd, Topeka, KS 66614

Contact Kim and Stanton Hinkly
at (785) 273-3422 or visit merrymaids.com.

®

Locally owned and operated
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Happy Holidays!
2887 SW MacVicar Ave., Topeka, KS 66611
Telephone: (785) 267-3410 • Fax: (785) 267-9516
www.stumbolaw.com
Tom R. Barnes II Lee W. Hendricks
Todd A. Luckman Tiffany Thomas
Of Counsel
Gary H. Hanson
Quentin E. Kurtz
Walter G. Stumbo
(1911-1998)

c
ab

Wishing you

g

Proud to support
CASA & Homes for
the Holidays!

3024 S.W. Wanamaker
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 440-2200
heritagebankonline.com
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safe and

o
y

de

WE PUT PEOPLE FIRST

Home • Auto • Business • Contractors
Worker’s Compensation • Health • Life • Disability
Long-Term Care • Surety & Notary Bonding
1415 SW Topeka Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 271-8097 • www.peoplesinsure.com

Visit us at our new location!

Happy holidays from proud CASA supporters!

This locally-owned company offers:
Complete mailing services
Automation for First-Class Mail® flats
Compliance with Intelligent Mail® barcodes
540 N.W. Tyler Ct. #101, Topeka, KS 66608
785.232.2633 • www.americanpresortinc.com

Jenna Beck Photographs
@jennabeckphotographs

jennabeckphotographs@gmail.com
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Proudly supporting CASA
of Shawnee County
Help me find my
happy face.
BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.

3735 SW Wanamaker, Topeka, KS 66610 | midwestfinancialkc.com

www.CASAofShawneeCounty.com

Midwest Financial Partners is a division of Midwest Financial Group, LLC,
an SEC-registered investment advisor.

Happy
holidays!
785.273.5250 • www.nuhlaw.com

Because having a plan matters.
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Newbery, Ungerer
and Hickert LLP
Tax, business
and estate planning
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